
“ALL WE C.VN DO IS TO GIVI; 
ADVICE. AND AGAIN WHILE GI\TN(J 
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LEAD YOU TO RECOGNISI- THAT 
IT IS WORTH FOLLO^MNG•.“ 
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FRATERNIXATIOA MEANS ‘‘Workt^i's of 



IT IS IMPOSSIBLE to justify modern 
>yar with its indiscriminate destruc¬ 
tion of combatants and non-eomba- 
tants, of women as w'cll as men, of 
the old as well as the younjJ. But 
fighting itself can be justified; for to 
be inert in the face of injustice and 
cruelty and oppression is somply 
base. One must struggle against it, 
just as the unarmed Spanish people 
^^^inst Franco’s attempted coup 
d etat in July 1936, just as the anti- 
Nazis and anti-Fascists of the under¬ 
ground movements of revolt have 
done for years. Workers cveryw'here 
realize the justice of such a struggle 
and instinctively support it—it is 
also their struggle—it is only rulers 
w'ho arc indifferent to it, and concern 
themselves solely with preserv’^ing 
their own power. 

Yet our rulers recognised the 
hatred of workers in this country for 
Nazism, and have used this feeling 
for their ow’n ends in the present war 
—“the fight against Nazi oppression.” 
Anarchists do not forget however 
that the first victims of Nazi oppres¬ 
sion w'ere the German workers. If 
the war has any meaning for the 
working class, it must secure the 
liberation of the German w'orkers who 


have suffered under Hitler’s rule for 
twelve years. 

Ideology Wearing Thin 

But the excuses of the former 
friends of Nazism are wearing thin 
indeed. It becomes clearer and 
clearer that the war of nation against 
nation covers the war of rulers 
against the ruled. The latter are 
only just beginning to realize this, 
and they may yet be duped. The 
rulers on the other hand have realized 
it all along, and have sought many 
ways to cover it. But their deeds 
betray their aims. Faced with con¬ 
crete situations—for instance in Italy 
and Greece—our rulers have not 
hesitated to side w'ith reaction, have 
not scrupled to shoot down workers 
and protect native fascists. 

Now the same thing is happening 
in Germany. Stanley Baron des¬ 
cribes in the News Chronicle 
(21/3/45) how well-to-do Germans 
have escaped the privation which war 
has inflicted on the German w'orkers. 
He describes how' they have been able 
to seek relative safety in such places as 
Bad Godesburg. “To come into Bad 
Godesburg after spending hours 
among the bomb-shattered people of 
Cologne, or even from the plain where 


German men and boys in droves are 
shovelling stones and earth, working 
side by side with American soldiers 
to widen the roads, is to realize 
profoundly the falsity of the myth that 
for all social classes in Germany the 
M'ar has been total.** 

These priveleged social classes in 
Germany, like their counterparts 
among the Allied countries are chiefly 
afraid of the working class in their 
ow'n country'. **What will be their 
fate?” asks Stanley Baron. “They 
look to the Allies in the hope that it 
will be a not too uncomfortable one. 
I'hey hope that in the struggle w'hich 
they know' must come within the 
German social classes our presence 
Mill throw the wclf^ht to the Rif^ht, 
not to the Left.** Experience in Italy 


and Greece shows that their hopes 
are probably well founded. But if 
the Allies do in fact “throw the weight 
to the Right,” the Right which sup¬ 
ported Hitler; if they act against the 
German working class (and, of course 
we know this is exactly w'hat they 
will do) then what becomes of the 
justification for the war with all its 
ghastliness and accumulation of 
suffering? 

German Workers Against 
Hitler 

“There is no doubt” declares the 
commentator How'ard K. Smith, “that 
the vast majority of the German 
people are deathly sick of war, and, 
if the present slice of Germany we 


hold is an index, there is little doubt 
that most of them are pretty sick too 
of Nazism.” The Stockholm corres¬ 
pondent of the Manchester Guardian 
reports increasing numbers of deser¬ 
tions from the German Army, such 
that the Nazi press has to issue 
instructions openly for their apprehen¬ 
sion. Clearly, therefore, anti-Nazi 
forces entering Germany would 
receive help and support from these 
anti-Nazi forces inside the country. 
But the Allied forces entering Ger¬ 
many—at least, as far as their com¬ 
manders go—arc not anti-Nazi. 
They arc concerned with the war of 
nation against nation, that is to say, 
the war of one imperialist interest 
against another. They are concerned 
to sec that the fundamental war, the 
w ar of rulers and ruled, docs not come 
out into the open. And that is what 
would happen if rank-and-file allied 
anti-Nazis linked up w'ith German 
anti-Nazis, for our rulers for years 
supported and subsidized Hitler, and 
at this moment arc supporting Franco 
and Plastiras. 

Such is the background for the most 
important issue of the war in Europe 
at the moment: the question of 
Fraternization. For months now' the 
Allied High Command has been 
issuing orders against fraternization, 
fining and even imprisoning soldiers 
W'ho even play w'ith German children 
or smoke with German girls. Now 
Montgomery has issued yet another 
order to try and impress on British 
soldiers with the untouchability of 
their German fellows. For twelve 
years the German workers have been 
held down by the Nazi Party; now' 
they are kicked by the British ruling 
elass as well. Monty’s order is 
evidently needed, for according to S. 
L. Solon, the News Chronicle* s 
(continued on page 2 col. 1 ) 


LANAHKS SEAMAN 
GAOLED IN RUSSIA 

Year’s liiiprisoiinieikt for being drunk! 


[Considerable publicity is 
being given in the Scottish 
newspapers to the case of 
John Connor^ 24-year-old 
merchant seaman who has 
been sentenced to a yearns 
imprisonment in Russia on a 
charge of being drunk. Our 
Glasgow comrades are taking 
a most active part in public¬ 
ising the case by public meet¬ 
ings. The Glasgow Herald, 

3/4/4S reports that “a pub¬ 
lic petition calling for the 
abrogation of the sentence is 
being prepared by the Anar¬ 
chist Federation. Meetings 
will be held in all parts of 
Central Scotland at the week¬ 
end”. The Daily Recorder 
of the same date publishes a 
photograph of our comrade 
Eddie Shaw and an interview 
with him. Our comrade is 
addressing a meeting of pro¬ 
test on Sunday afternoon at 
Cambuslang Cross —Eds.J 

I F any further proof were needed for 
workers in this country that the picture 
painted of the U.S.S.R. was a lie, and that 
the Conununist Party are liars, surely the 
case of John Connor is that proof. 

For twenty-four years now the Anarchists 
have exposed the fallacy that conditions of 
workers were any better in Russia, than 
in any other capitalist country. But the 
Communist Party have cashed in on this 
belief, and now sit astride the workers in 
Britain, having wormed their way to posi¬ 
tions of power, in the workers unions and 
with the same treachery as the Bolsheviks 
used so well to enslave the Russian Workers, 
they carry out their underhand aaiviiies as 
Stool pigeons for the Ruling Class. Their 
method is one of the oldest known to man, 
namely, accusing others of actions for which 
they themselves are guilty. Tearing the 
moral character of genuine revolutionaries, 
and sincere working class fighters. The 
same process is now being used against 
Merchant Seaman Connor. Whilst no one 
is trying to make the latter an angel tne 
following facts are worth knowing. Sea¬ 
man Connor had made four trips to Russia 
with various cargoes. He could have chosen 
^ khip to U.S.A. instead. His outlook was 


“Aid to Russia”, his fam¬ 
ily having been very active 
in collecting many contri¬ 
butions for this purpose, 
his uncle being particular¬ 
ly active. In a conversa¬ 
tion with the latter he 
made it clear to me that 
his nephew did not take 
intoxicants until he joined 
the merchant navy. The 
C.P. however are attempt¬ 
ing to make this fellow 
worker into a “Son of 
Satan” in order to justify 
the “Paradise” they have 
held before you so long. 

The incarceration of 
this seaman has placed his 
wife in a very difficult 
position since she now gets 
no pay from any source. 

A letter was sent to the Russian Ambassa¬ 
dor six weeks ago, but he has not even con¬ 
sidered it worthy of a reply. This is only 
to be expected, as workers arc treated like 
dirt by the bureaucrats of Moscow. 

Is it any wonder that the mine workers 
are being sold to the boss when such ser¬ 
vants of Moscow as Abe Moffat and Will 
Pearson are strangling them in their strug¬ 
gles. 'Phroughout Britain every seaman, 
miner and factory worker must demand the 
release of Seaman Connor. Don’t let the 
C.P. liars get away with ii. Let the 
weight and mi^ht of the workers open the 
doors of the prison which holds our fellow- 
worker. 

He risked death with his fellow seamen to 
take food and stores to Russia. Send him 
food, for it has been made known by men 
who sailed with him, that, during the six 
weeks he was held before trial, he was 
being starved. Ilis rations hud to be taken 
into the prison from the ship. 'Pherc is no 
ship now. He is alone in a strange land 
nor understanding tlic language, while his 
loved ones wait and wonder. 

DEMAND THE RELEASE OE 
SEAMAN CONNOR. 

Eddie Shaw. 


To the Editors, “War Commentary": 

I have Just returned from Russia where 
one of my shipmates got into trouble with 
the Authorities, hut in view of the extreme 
penalty imposed on him t wish to bring it 
to the notice of the general public. 

We wont ashore tho first night after 
arrival at Murmansk and as is a common 
occurrence bought Vodka. My shipmate 
got drunk and fell foul of the police, who 
came to arrest him. As the police wore 
taking him into custody ho struggled, and 
the ground being ice covered a policeman 
fell and broke the butt of his rifle. Ho 
was taken to prison and about six weeks 
later brought to trial. None of us wore 
present, but his rations wore called for 
from tho ship. On enquiries we were told 
that the minimum was three years, accord¬ 
ing to Russian Law. When we sailed he 
hadn I put In an appearance and his 
clothes wore sent ashore. We wore in¬ 
formed by the captain that ho had boon 
sentenced to three years in the Siberia salt 
mines. Since we came home all Hands on 
the ship signed a petition, and handed it 
to tho West Hartlepool Seamens' Union. 

His name was John Connor and ho livod 
in Cambuslang, outside Glasgow. 

I would like this published in tho hope 
that It may help this vicious sentence to 
be enquired into, 

JACK CROOK, 

Glasgow. 


Alternative to Political Parties 


have before us at this moment a copy of 
IV'ar Commentary for March 10th. This 
contains a number of resolutions put forward by 
a group of Glasgow workers, which they hope 
will form the basis for a real workers’ union. 
This is a question of the utmost importance, and 
it is especially timely at this moment when, 
under an appearance of apathy, the whole work¬ 
ing class movement is in a ferment. 

Distrust Of Political Parties 

The working class appear, at long last, to 
have come to the realization that the old game 
of political parties cannot get them anywhere. 
Various reasons and indications support this 
statement, of which the most recent was the 
altitude of the Leith dockers during the recent 
strike. When their Trade Union Officials call¬ 
ed a meeting to advise the men to return to 
work, they carried out a 100 per cent, boycott of 
the meeting. We also have the attitude of the 
miners and the cynical attitude of the workers 
generally towards the Labour and Communist 
Parties. Moreover, such political parties as the 
LL.P. and Commonwealth have been unable to 
make much ground. The workers’ altitude is 
shown by the small percentage of votes registered 
at recent elections. 

The employing class arc showing real concern 
ul tliis. I he growing misery of the workers 
and the uccuinululed distress caused by the decay 
of cupiliilisni and by war conditions might have 
led one to expect that opposition political parlies 
like the 1 . 1 ..P. and Coinmonwenlih wouKl have 
increased greatly in membership. Such has nut 
been the case Jiuwuver. Although the panics 
attempt to make political cupilal out of the pre¬ 
vailing misery they have nut gained appreciably 
in numbers. 

Sluliiiists tiiul I'nilskyists 

It is unnecessary to recapitulate tJie antics of 
the Communist Party, In its vile role as “drum 
beater” lor Stalin, Roosevelt, and Churchill, it 
has placed him beyond the pale as a working 
class force. We next have the comedy of the 
Tortskyist Revolutionary Comnumisi Party. In 
ail but support for the war, this party emulates 
its big broUicr, Siaiinism. They are attempting 
to iish in the troubled waters of modern politics, 
Iheir policy is merely adventuristic, and ilicir 
party paper. Socialist Appeal, is simply u col- 
leclion of caricatures and iruvcslics of the truth. 
A recent article appeared in this paper headed 
“1600 workers strike to protect Trade Union¬ 
ism”. It then went on to give u completely 
falsified version of Uic real fact# of the case. 


The hacks of this so-called workers’ party seem 
to be interested in using the “big stick” against 
the workers in order to satisfy the party’s orien¬ 
tation in support of the reactionary Trade 
Unions. But the workers are not deluded by 
these tactics. They justifiably suspect that the 
Trotskyist demagogues merely want to maintain 
such organizations as the Trade Unions in order 
to be able to climb on to the backs of the work¬ 
ers, should they be lucky enough to gain control 
of them. Power is the lure which goads them 
on. Like all other political parties, they want 
to rule men’s destinies. Needless to say they 
are receiving little support from the workers who 
draw their logic from experience, and dismiss 
them for the charlatans they are. 

Trade Unions 

So also with the Trade Unions. It is ap¬ 
parent that these organizations, despite their 
seeming strength, are moving towards their 
eclipse. The simple fact that the capitalist 
class can no longer give reforms forces the Trade 
Union leaders to become organizers on behalf 
of capitalism. They can only call for controls, 
and tne spreading of industry to the more dere¬ 


lict areas. In other words, the function of 
Trade Unionism now is to organize poverty on 
behalf of capitalism. 

For this purpose they must have a thorough¬ 
ly inert and “disciplined” working class. They 
must develop the mass slave psychology and 
bludgeon all initiative. For the same reason 
they must try and vitiate the Shop Stewards’ 
movement and make it devoid of all independent 
thought. Industrial action by the workers can¬ 
not be tolerated by the Unions because such 
action makes the position of the leaders insecure 
in capitalist society. Trade Unionism has be¬ 
come an integral part of that society, and as 
such it can only act to the detriment of the 
working class. The workers understand all this 
with increasing clarity. 

Search For New Ideas 

The fact is that the working class is search¬ 
ing for new ideas. In industry the Trade Unions 
arc being more and more ignored. The workers 
arc beginning to take the law into their own 
hands and act for themselves. Therefore, despite 
Trade Unionism’s appearance of strength, its 
foundations arc of sand. 

(continued on p. 4 ) 


— FRICFDOM PRESS DEFENCE COMMIITEE — 

17, ST. (JICOKUIC STKl'ET (2ml Floor), HANOVER SQUARE, LONDON,W.l. 

A l‘R()TI':ST MiaiTING FOR THE FREEDOM OF 
THE I'RFSS AND AGAINST DEFENCE REGULATIONS 

will bv held in the liirgu 

llOLBORN HALL 

(corner ol Grays Inn Road and Theobalds Road) 

ON SUNDAY. APRIL 15th, AT 6.45 p.m. 

SPEAKERS iNCLVDE: 

lUvhcn READ James RAESIDE 

Ethel MANNIN Fvedriek LOUR 

Eniest SILVERMAN E, A. RIDLEY 

Geor^le RADMORE Reginald REYNOLDS (Chairnuui) 

anil representative Speakers from the P.P.U., LL P. and 
Common Wealth 


ADMISSION FREE 


Comrades, give this meeting your full support I 
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What is Anarchism?—2 
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no the cither bancC (iennan workers 
arc made to do the hard manual 
labour. One soJnbcr said: *‘lt seems 
to UK that we pick on the same Ger¬ 
mans the Nazis kicked around to do 
the ♦lirly work/' I hoy see the con¬ 
trast- *Ta>cal otfieials appointed by 
the Allies are trooted with o/ficia/ 
respee/ mul conrtosy- In order to 
make the (Germans respect them w'c 
must treat these oiricials correctly, 
one Military Governor told me- At 
the same time this creates certain 
prohlems in the minil of those Ger¬ 
mans w ho now see tnen they knew us 
Nazis pluyinii u rote under Allied con- 
trol in fhc new udmiuistrution.^* 
Thus “No Fraternization** is the order 
for the rank and fdc. while the high- 
ups fraternize with one-time Nazi 
ofheials. 

The rulers fear of fraternization is 
even more dearly shown in the case 
of the Russians. There the memories 
of 1917 and 3918 may recur. For 
fraternization between the German 
and Russian soldiers w'as a ticcisivc 
factor in the February revolution, and 
again iit frustrating the full force of 
the German Ani>y*s counter-revolu¬ 
tionary attacks on the Russian Revo- 
Uirion- The Russian rulers of to-day 
can certainly not afford to see u repe¬ 
tition of that working class solidarity 
on which their revolution originally 
founded itself. 

So the Russian Press pours out 
hysterical filth about the “obsequious¬ 
ness/* the *‘scrvility*^ and so on of the 
Ge rman^i. I heir wH>men arc all 
cruel- their girls all treacherous. 
Soviet Har Ne w s describes men 
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K.jout Anurchisni. It is written in simple language and answers the objections 
iv ncrally levelled at the Anarchist philosophy by its critics. Stocks of this 
book nre now very low and owing to the paper shortage, it may not be possible 
to have reprint until paper rationing comes to an end, and no one knows 
r hen that will be! 

What must be abolished, then, to secure 
liberty? 

First of all, of course, the thing that 
invades you most, that handicaps or 
prevents your free activity; the thing that 
interferes wi± your liberty and compels 
you to live differently from what would be 
your own choice. 

That thing is government. 

Take a good look at it and you will sec 
that government is the greatest invader; more 
than that, the worst criminal man has ever 
known of. It fills the world with violence, 
with fraud and deceit, with oppression and 
misery. As a great thinker once said, ‘'its 
breath is poison.” It corrupts everything it 
touches. 

“Yes, government means violence and it is 
evil,’* you admit; “but can wc do without it?” 

That is just what we want to talk over. 
Now, if I should ask you whether you need 
government, Pm sure you would answer that 
you don’t, but that it is for the others that it 
is needed. 


“Can you tell us briefly,” your friend 
asks, ‘*whai Anarchism really is?” 

I shall try. In the fewest words, 
Anarchism teaches that wc can live in a 
society where there is no compulsion of any 
kind. 

A life without compulsion naturally 
means liberty; it means freedom from being 
forced or coerced, a chance to lead the life 
that stiiis you best. 

You cannot lead such a life unless you 
do away with the institutions that curtail 
your libcriy and interfere with your life, 
the condition that compels you to act 
differently from the way you really would 
like to. 

What arc those institutions and condi¬ 
tions? Let us see what wc have to do 
away with in order to secure a free and 
harmonious life. Once we know what has 
to be abolished and what must take its 
place, wc shall also find the way to do it. 


But if you should ask anv 
-oihcrs,” he would reply as you do: he 
say that he does not need it, but that k k 
necessary “for the others.” 

Why does every one think chat he can be 
decent enough without the policeman, but that 
the club is needed for “the others?” 

“People would rob and murder each other 
if there were no government and no law,” you 
say. 

If they really would, why would they.' 
Would they do it just for the pleasure of it or 
because of certain reasons? Maybe if we 
examine their reasons, we’d discover the cure 
for them. 

Suppose you and I and a score of others 
had suffered shipwreck and found ourselves on 
an island rich wth fruit of every kind. Ui 
course, we’d get to work to gather the l<^- 
But suppose one of our number should declare 
chat it all belongs to him, and that_ no one 
shall have a single morsel unless he hrst pays 
him tribute for it. We would be indigi^nt, 
wouldn’t we? We’d laugh at his pretensioi^. 
If he’d cry to make trouble about it, we might 
throw him into the sea, and it would serve 
him right, would it not? 

Suppose, further, that we ourselves and our 
forefathers had cultivated the island and stored 
it with everything needed for life and comtort, 
and that some one should arrive and claim it 
all as his. What would we say? We’d ign<^e 
him, wouldn’t we? We might tell him chat he 
could share with us and join us in our w<^k. 
But suppose that he insists on his ownership 
and that he produces a slip of paper and ^ys 
that it proves that everything belongs to 
We’d tell him he’s crazy and we’d go about 


An Incident in the Mine 


“AND THE CAGE FARED TO STOP” 


most important lessons in life are 
i life are taught at the school of hard 
experience”. These words, spoken by a 
miner who had stopped to ease his tor¬ 
tured lungs by the man-hole wherein I sat, 
prompted me to reflea upon one or two 
events in the past year. It was my first 
year in what is termed in all sincerity ‘‘the 
most modem pit in Somerset.** Mining con¬ 
ditions are generally bad; the newcomer at 
the outset experiences a shock, which he 
dare not show. After a time, the ever¬ 
present struggle to contend with the normal 
conditions of work and its dangers, recedes 
before the perception of yet sharper aspects 
of the black hell. Periodically, incidents 
such as those described below bring all the 
suppressed fears to the top, and miners 
react as humans, momentarily shedding the 
role of profit-producing automatons. 

THE ACCIDENT 

One million, six hundred and two thousand, 
four hundred and ninety-seven (1,602,497) men 
or boys killed, injured or disabled by acddenc or 
disease in ten years of British mining. It is 
hard to translate figures into terms of flesh and 
biood, to realise that these numbers represent 
husbands, sweethearts, sons, brothers. I con¬ 
fess that in spite of being fully conversant with 
all the vital stausiics on this subject, it was 
not until the sight of eight of my butues l^ing 
brought out of the pit on stretchers, their faces 
erey with pain from broken limbs, almost un- 
^cogmsabic, that these hitherto meaningless 
fi 2 urc*> assumed some real sigmficance. 

It was the first cage of the morning shift 
going down which had failed to stop in the 
u ..ial manner and the men were violently 
abouL as the cage slammed into the shaft bot- 
••ifs quiie alright now,” said the manager, 
after the removal of the injured miners and the 
hasiv rectifying of li^e broken cage gat . 

You are going down, aren t your' he added 

of unprintable but appropriate 
v.o?ds warthe response of the n.a,onty of 
miners who had already made up 
that ths-y were not working that day. fhe cus- 
">ir, tJifougboui the raining industry, m varying 
forms,). ;s b..en that, if a serious acadent occurs 
o ii>e pit, ihe men cease work for the remainder 
oj iJic .hjfi. The two foremost reasons bang, 
IT., rc.ivwal of the men from the source of dan- 
;n i)ic Caf,;- of a bad fail of roo/> etc., and as 
.ibuie </r gesture of <A)lidariiy Lo their j^rhaps 
0 <»r v.:r;oci,ly injured comrades, saaificing a 
>' 5 pjy ,11 long “iv/o minute’s silence” of 
‘h: pH 1 hiL practice haj. in many cases, been 
’ .-i.fdv duruig ihi' v/ar on the excuse^ that it 
ckcrcii-.v produaion. These Somerset 
hung on lo il;is instinctive coninnon 
uuiu^xy-^ pressure of 

irpri;u'r/..uvv on the men u> work, 

* . Ore day. 'j'hc men naturally rc- 

■ Ui have done ihc right 

'—Hi d k'. ih^n un hi>ur ;ifief the rmsliap 
c *** descend, then, 

-[' ■! what wcni wrong m ihc first 

i.. r/ UuUJiv.ni «>n cau.'H; oi i)ie acci- 

rji Uj ihv; men il^at juncture, would have 
s.• m muUi lo allay ihcir Icais and suspicions. 
-‘THnion was laur v^pressed by many of the 
tbui il.iiifc.. uiK not Uoiw lil«; iha. 

■ ' uis IS 11.^1 u) r£4M..n why’; ;,nd it migbi com- 
HKjie liijiun. wIku ii uimc to paying out 

coiiipo' - And there is jui iificauun Jor these 
hater tommenis. 

•'COMFO” 

I he to the above alfair and other simi- 

inr happenings, i:, ific iniquity known as 
■‘C^nijpo'', or disability compcnsaiion. This to 
oi),nH;j in.ner means the sysicrn whereby he 
p^xi4i]i/c^l linarioally at a ume when his in- 
vohhj has io a>vcr not only normal living cx- 
t'cnus, hui all tiiur.g cxirus necessary for the 
sick or in;uTcd. 'J he luifuisome sum of thirty 
hvh* ihitiiogs js paid to 4 single man alter three 
days pay ha.s been dropped. A married man 
Kcis aiA yllowanev for Viis wife and increases tor 
children, but the total must not exceed two-thirds 
of liis normal earnings jior week. A truly mag¬ 
nificent. reward for ilu’ir blood and mil. 'I'be 
paynicniH, uicidcmally, have u nasty liabil ol 
hiAgcring on tlic way, und in most cascii there 
arc a ftw humiUaiing experiences before it is 


finally paid. Every man on “compo” is sus¬ 
pected of being a potential malingerer, and often, 
before being really cured, is deemed fit to re¬ 
port for work. I believe I am right in saying 
that, so far, six months after the accident, only 
one of my injured mates has returned to work. 
Six montlis, at present cost of living, on thirty- 
five bob a week! Insult is added to injury, and 
persecution is added to that, for now I hear that 
another of these miners, having been certified 
“fit for light work”, has been fined for failing 
to report for work. 

It is significant that the same company official 
who gave evidence against this miner was the 
individual who refused a light job to a pit lad 
who was certified for this kind of work as a 
result of illness. He said that there were no 
light jobs in a colliery. Could it be that the 
payment of compensation in one case and not 
in the other had something to do with this dif¬ 
ference in attitude? 

A SCANDAL 

A scandalous incident has more recently hap- 
pended. A workmate was badly crushed by a 
“dram of coal” which over-ran the stop-blocks, 
carrying him along for a short distance and 
finally pinned him to the ground. In great 
agony, he was released by his comrades, who 
sweated like Trojans in lifting the heavy truck 
without causing him unnecessary pain. This 
done, four men were detailed to carry the 
stret^er out of the pic, which meant carrying 
their burden over a quarter of a mile up a 
very steep incline, bending double where the 
roof was low, and labouring up to the first-aid 
room to await the ambulance. After this, there 
was barely an hour of working time left on the 
shift, so of course the stretcher bearers naturally 
ihou^t they might take it easy until knocking- 
off time. But no! The lords of production 
decreed that ihey must return to their work¬ 
places! “Their’s not to reason why”—so back 
they went, hindering the haulage workers, (thus 
holding up production) exposing themselves to 
running haulage, and reaching their work-places 


just before work ceased and they had to make 
the return journey to the pit head. 

Because of this mishap, consternation reigned 
in the pit. Officials conferred on the spit; men 
were dispatched all over the place; relays of 
workers, electricians, repairers, etc., were kept 
busy throughout the next twenty-four hours 
covering up all traces of neglect. Overnight, 
safety devices appeared where they never were 
before and manholes signals were installed post¬ 
haste, for a mines inspector was bound to appear 
on the scene. He did—^fully a week after the 
accident—sample time for things to be made 
presentable. And this genial gent was no In¬ 
quisitor, He went through the farce of an 
investigation vriih the notorious “Butcher” as a 
dummy victm. 

Not a voice was raised in protest against these 
antics; nobody came forward to expose the 
recent innovations, for men brave in physical 
danger, fearless in giving aid to a trapped com¬ 
rade without thought for their own safety, will, 
it seems ,tremble in the presence of authority. 
The least that should have been done, surely, 
was the inclusion in this inspection of the men’s 
representative. We all, equally, share the blame 
for failing to act on this occasion. A demand 
for the men to have a say in the hearing of 
case should have been made by each and every 
oiie of us. A demand, I say, because nothing 
is ever given us freely from above; all conces¬ 
sions and rights have to be fought for, wrested 
from those who, even now, look wistfully on 
the well-disciplined days of peace. 

Perhaps I am over-harsh with my fellow- 
workers, for in other matters the Somerset 
miners are showing themselves aware of certain 
dangers and are making their collective strength 
fell. With their fellow-workers in other coal¬ 
fields and other industries they are coming out 
of their war-dme apathy, with its lack of mili¬ 
tancy, and once again staking their to our 

American comrades descriptions—^“‘Guys with 
the guts to demand what their minds tell them 
is theirs by right!” 

TOM CARLISLE. 


V. • Rut if he should have a goxwn- 
our busing. apj^l to it tor 

m<mt bade ot n^hrs,” acd tfc« so\’era- 

^hc' protection ot uis 

raent would send police and ^Idiert 

us and put the "lawiul owner in posses- 

sion.” 

is the function of govemnient; that is 
Sov«na«ni vchat it is' 

oomg all the rime. 

thine^calt^a ^ without this 

Is it Mt rather true that zeitk govenuaeni 
rob and murd«> Because go^snment does 
not secure us m our rightful possesdons, but 
on the contrary takes them away for the benefit 
of those who have no right to them, as we 
have seen in previous daapters,* 

If you should wake up to-morrow morning 
and leam char there is no government any more, 
would your first thought be to rush into ffie 
street and kill some one? No, you know chat 
is nonsense, speak of sane, normal men. 

The insane man belongs w *f^cwe of phya- 
dans' and alienists; they should be placed in 
hospitals to be treated for their malady. 

The chances arc that if you or Johnson should 
awaken to find that there is no gov^«t, y^ 
would get busy arranging your hie under the 
new conditions. 

It is very likely, of course, that if you should 
then sec people gorge themselves while you go 
hungry, you would demand a chance to eat, and 
you would be perfectly right in that. .And so 
would every one else, which means that people 
w^ould not stand for any one hogging all the 
good things of life: they would want to share 
in them. It means funher that the poor would 
refuse to stay poor while others wallow in 
lu.\’ur>\ It means that the worker will dec^ 
to give up his produa to the boss who claims 
to *'own” the factory and everything that is 
made there. It means that the farmer will not 
permit thousands of acres to he idle while he 
has not enough soil to support himself and 
family. It means chat no one will be permitted 
to monopolise the land or the machinery of 
production. It means that the private owner¬ 
ship of the sources of life will not be tolerated 
any more. It will ^ considered the greatest 
crime for some to own more than they can use 
in a dozen lifetimes, while their neighbours have 
not enough bread for their child.’-en. I: means 
that all men will share in the soda! w’ealth, and 
that all wfill help to produce chat wealth. 

It means, in short, that for the first time in 
history right, justice and equality would triumph 
instead of law. 

You see therefore that doing away with 
government also signines the ab^don of mono¬ 
poly and of pers<mal owmership of the means 
of produedon and distribution. 

It follows that when government is abolished, 
wage slavery and capitalism must also go with 
it, because they cannot exist without the support 
and protecdon of government. Just as the man 
w^ho would claim a monc^ly of the island, 
of whidi I spoke before, could not put through 
his crazy claim without the help of government. 

Sudi condidon of things where there would 
be liberty instead of government would be 
Anarchy. .And where equality of use would 
take the place of private ownership, would be 
Communism. 

It would be Communist Anarchism. 

“Oh, Communism,” your friend 
"but you said you were not a Bolshevik!’ 

No, I am not a Bolshevik, because the 
Bolsheviki want a powerful government or stare, 
w’hile Anarchism means doing away with the 
State or government altogether. 

"But are not die Bolsheviki Communists?” 
you demand. 

Yes, the Boldievika are Communists, but they 
want their dictatorship, tbdr government, to 
comp^ people to live in Communism. .Anar^ 
chist Communism, on the contrary, means 
voluntary Communism, Communism from free 
choice, 

“I see the difference. It would be fine, of 
course,” your friend admits. “But do vou 
really think it possible?” 

£.e, m Pari 1 of Berkmsai^s orightal booh: 
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FREEDOM PRESS DEFENCE 
COMMITTEE 

17 St. George's Street {2nd floor) 
Henovor Square, London, W.l. 

ChAirm^n: HERBERT READ 

Vico Choirmon: fENNER BROCKWaY 

& PATRICK Fieeis 

SocreUry; ETHEL MANNIN 
Trootufor: S. WATSON TaYLOR 

This Committee has boon formed with the 
(oliowing main objectives : 

1. To defend the four anarchists errestod 
and charged under Defence Regulation 39A. 

2. To protest against any attacks upon 
the freedom of speech and publication* 

3. To organize a Defence Fond to cover 
the legal expenses of the accused and the 
Committee's own expenses. 

We appeal to all comrades and readers 
of "War Commentary" as well as to all who 
believe in the freedom of speech and pub¬ 
lication to lend their financial support so 
that the work of the Committee may go 
forward. During these difficult years the 
four accused comrades have given all their 
energies to the cause of Freedom. The 
least we con do is to rally to their defence 
now that Authority has attacked them. 

Send your contrlbutioni to the Treasurer 
and make oil Cheques and P.O.s payable 
to ; 

"PREEDOM PRESS DEFENCE COMMIHEE" 


JLittie Known English Anarehists _ 4 


The Anarchist wovement has always beer. 

personalities. In England, 
apart from foreign elemettts, the movement has 
always been small. Nevertheless, they have 
tUways exerted a considerable influence'on the 
thought of then- day. One of the nu>si out¬ 
standing figures was Sam .Mainwaring, Big in 
body arid mmd. a Celt with aU the fire and 
enthusiasm of his race, he was yet a ouiet. 
persuasive speaker and a tireless worker. 
Anarchism was not a spare-time hobby with 
him, u was his life's toork, and his zest never 


.^on-is always consulted him on any new or 
important move. When the split came kc saw 
clet^ly tnat he from .Morris, and go 

zozzh ikc Anorckisi JFic kjT^cD ihc 

struggle must become more intense, but truth 
must come first. .Many oj the so-called 
historians of to-day regard .Morris and the 
Eea^c as one and the same thing. The fact 
IS, nowever, that there was a body of remarkable 
men and women in the League and Sam 


M,^z:>j3r2K^ caos' by no of ihcm. 

He zoured Souxk ^ 

Sam Mainwaring 


diminkhcd, IF/icw he c^os too old and ill to 
do much open-air speaking, he took care that 
at his old frooouyilc pitchy Hoxton Churchy there 
a speakery a platform and literature for sale. 
He had worked the pitch well with the result 
that there was always a crowd waiting for a 
speaker. 

An CH^incer by trade, he served for yccirs on 
ihc London Trades Coioicil as delegate from 
his union. He would never accept an o^icial 
posuion, though it &as ofiered on s^'cral 
occasions, contending—and rightly ^^fhai a 
man’s actions were handicapped if he became 
part of the machine. He had seen so many of 
his mates go astray, and knew a the 
corrupt official method—"give a man a ^d 
close his mouth.” That could ne^ be done 
with Sam Mamwarinjs. ^ be workers both m 
ihe London Trades Council and m ^ union 
always looked to him to make the lea... 

.-In illustration of this fact is that 
Tom Mann, at a mcetusg w the Club an.. 
Institute Hall in Clcrkcnvsell Ro.^, m^duced 
Mainwanng as his old foreman where they were 
both employed who had brought the »toss..ge 
of socialism to him. It is lamentable 1^ Ttnn 
Mcpin Ions afterwards became ihc chtef Speaker 
for a party that would put a Russian Main- 
warifiS asainst the wall atid shoot khn! 

He ^wus one of the foupidatioii members of 
ihe Socialist League*’ and was closely associa- 
led ioiih and respected by \\7ill2am Morris, 


oMsUc Ik., engineering sk.'>ps. On his 
f}^st tour he was accompatiied by Eraxs: SCiiz, 
Ma^tw.^':n^ speakbi^ in which he 

maintained was' the pxest speaking 
u: the world, 0?i a second tour in Ids 

compa^iion was Tcrrida del Marmol, Together 
they started a short-disoed weekly^ the Sods! 

^trike, the first Anarchist Syndicalist 
paper in hnj^landy making the industrial stru^le 
Its mam note, y^hat it dsd not lioc Iok^ wtss 
HO fault of the ^roup. They were before ihtdr 
time, Kevarikeless they blazed zke trcdl oxd 
made later e^orzs possible. It zxss not Ioks 
ajtertooi'ds Tom Mcmn szitrtcd the 

Syndcahst, piick was lazer zo he 

for tm:d-yKiiiisnst propaiOKda ce:^ 

puhlicaiidH also, 

MainwariK^'s paper unioitireily szdrTed zke 
wave of syndicalis: aci^^ which swept the 
couniryy ^id cidm^dzed in the strike 
pooly wkick was a local ^ckctoI scrike. Strikes 
became zke order of the day, 2 ^'^ 

1914 cojKC as the saviour of the 
zscnrmade o: cffcaboc Ap.occd fr ^':„^p^rio2is.^ 
STupidiiy known os poTru>r.sm, ^ 

war triumphed over olcz^ ,Cj:i>ocor that 

hearted axd short-si^ s* .~,yjirhed is cws. 



WiU ^ Cv-Jj. 

Jr. culmmotion m . ^AVAKAOH. 
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POSITION OF IN A^FIIIFA 


. - flic »cmc ol 

'THl: U.S.A. has always hcc^ rcsistcrs 

^ bitter nicn v,hc 

During the CinI ^ Armies were 

refused 'o .^l^*’*.**’ig 14-/91S war many anti- 
shot. During the (anarchists among 

and, in some eases, even 
. u ^ ^onsdentious objectors received heavy 
K. senrS^* ■"“ were often man-handled 
^ During the present war this discrimination 
fus continued, though perhaps in less spectacu¬ 
lar /omis. T^c position of the conscientious 
objector, for instance, is even worse than in 
England. According to the American Selcaivc 
Scrs’icc Act, a conscientious objector must pros'c 
“religious training or belief’ beiore he can be 
exempted from army service, and it was not until 
April, 1944, that a ruling of the Appeal Court 
extended this to include a humanitarian objec¬ 
tion. 

There is no such thing in America as unooo- 
ditional exemption. The cxmsdeniious ob/cctor 
must go either into the army as a non-comhtt- 
ant, or into a Civilian Public Service camp or 
hoapiuL The ahcmatis'c to thcat is impnson* 
ment, and the tcntcncct are very high. Among 
the 3,700 objeaon w-ho had bom ^entroetd up 
lo the summer of 1944, the average scnterkDc was 
31 years. For ■ stmilar oflence in England the 
sentence would be a year or leas, llsat theac 
sentences art made to heavy becauae of the 
opinions of the ob^ctors is shown by the fact 
t^t ordinary “draft dodgers** who sought to 
evade the army by disappearing or giving wrong 
inlorraauoo were given much hghicr aenteners 
than C.O*s. In our pntoo the average trocence 


J¥o E. H 
ihf^m I 


O. for 


Some peopir •eem to tfunk $t\ only the fly 
hoys who can gn out of mar-worlL That h 
not true The DiAe of Vmdaor, for instance, 
hat dreaded he doc* not wish to suy in the 
Bahamas, as the drcnaic dortn*i suit the 
Dudiefs He has therefore resigned his post 
as Governor and Cnaifmnder*tn-Oitcf of the 
Bahamas. His “household staff and personal 
eflerts^ (as the leport put it, in a aomcwhai 
feudal nanner^ are off to New Yortt, for cven- 
oaaJ w Paris When people grumble 

that they cu9*t karc their w'ar«|olH, resign from 
the Forats, or move from one town to another, 
they should realtsc that there is possibly an 
eaccpooo a J ernac. 

The Datfv Bxpretf (16/3/45) with its usual 
hypoertiy mgratulatrs the Duke for his 
aervaers m the Empire, and referred to his 
*>emial popularity' with the pcc^lc of 
AjBcncB^ which apparently made him “an extra 
Bmida A mh a s aa^ to the Vesiem Hcmi- 
spbmr,“ wtfhoui, naturally, referring lo the 
o rnan aa rincTi that made him aomewhit popular 
■naofigaT the inubhcd American bourgeoisie. 

In the aamr latte ns pet oolumnist “William 
HsdkrT, refers to a mao w*ho is supposed to 
the war^i iimckrst promouanlie rose 
piwaie to ma^v to 21 muoths and 9 days. 
-Aoy Advances?** Veil, one young lady goi 
eaemptaon lor a year as from her eighteenili 
Nnliday, and all of a audden wr heard the King 
had gfiimrd her a commiaaioti and she was 
paawd to iratn as an uHiorr beiore we even 
hnrw abe’4 mord the A T.S. The apprcniioc 
Mr Hudiry won’t Quoir this. 



The 


GUILTY PEOPLE? 

isoliMH arr deponed to Russia fur 
the momrfit and the posaibility of 
, and lur the mural umi^ucst of 

• wdt tovr usoar 

Mmhh change be achieved if the 

fhctn as fnaatcTs waiald—cxildly and 

tjf a uctiscirry will mgn m Gcr- 
luiseUocss of a pcaipk lucsakcn and 
wiH hfl towns that once—kmg be 
-wsiw tuU ed acuve uauunouun and 

Wscfia*. ixniiCUmsm Wdl aU bare imifal 
The Sana reduced aianOaids of bring 
^nsa««% imiMuUd 06 (hr l^nglish lor hw 
bol sSarw iia 4Jkj umiu, bui it will 



.. ■ ■■ m iVriirag. will kain why (hear 
Uuaars hawe ft* «h> lofOrd iatM# m Riayiij they 
mx tticsr laOofy dhnwwir* wiffamf smoke, 
^yWaiiM loaUHg 

f i«r% wh\ Ike ahk H> pextauu onlf as much as 
they iMl lor ims baisig; and oui perhaps 
rgloia lo dai s of a imam |*asi ahen they nnjf 
pnnm, atn Mpnd iMat 4 auslaii 4 Ljei sa iAudie«- 
itiai pUllaOir 

7^ Jnillauo appiaoUed uf MMiUji 
M lUiaatit s.^ anmn • a* ma s«ow 

hsMIi I aw I til J tfn wori.'j 

Tllai «« lai*> I ic-giUj •.a-iaso%4phf id gbf 
naiisr --nigiry a of Ua ^ lath- 

Mrau *4 Cwaih - 

ioatwog sa u.. <,^,440 i; > ay 

jhac aii..kcmtig Va&eruruaT 4e.tarwU«b 
4ic past saMHhcriL hsii ka uk Meudy 
4iUf rtaflm thai capiuhau whd isgir lttlpt4i 
ihr Kuis iriih tljr4/ imairy air mi 
iahed bsh air. m Use ihmoUw/ i sisii grajmp 
proln^ as tiiDhis ^ ilie fait/twsnj 

^ hItiH: lhaa is 

. . ti9 hr 

•d hiiiiih linu 
hras* at jti «di i» 
(tunt tjorwsait 
tlietf Pan* tl.,\ 

ila id 



I « 111 a (, 
b-vt aiiL^.tf 


lea ihr Lhspum dr 
cau^pufi. IMawafe 
hroi. to kss lUaiT J 


•JUSTICE’* 


tfii 
Pfi.- 

1 ii , . 

4 — 44 ♦« * / 1^ 
bull ' 

SljW* 4 

Srn-^ut* mt Wii 

» Ui I • 


N<ui haT» alk»-T fla iv»^j had ' «t-* 
fetibi inaawt ^ an.ir^. ^ ^ 

rjr'i s4/*vQg tr ♦ * 1 . 

pMOi* SmMgfV hw^ re,..t4U^aw*».hi • 
lihaAt RoihiUMA^ Impkhv * 49 P 4 M t 
wh.* was wrv;-::... 

0» A**im ^ 

JiM^lcSy. a«crtKt4 »( a* «*« 

dwisd. csaM hiwnc iMBWimnaA* * jit ami 

l( »»» i6m *»» -4. ■wAI 
hivc hved oamt thm s rtue 

^yfoiw hirtir ^ J 4 5 

man ia vxvidctnivd lo licTifh. 
pHAon for life, uhick ^ ktAll) Krticr, for 
•t amouiit^ 10 an net of merer (^xiU 
^ tjo Borr Aupkl and cnid? 


of the objectors was nine months higher than 
ihni of “draft dodgers”. 

Even if the objector gaii;s exemption and 
agrees to do alternative service, his position is 
not easy. He has to work ei^t hours a day 
in a public works camp miles aw‘ay from a town, 
doing hcav'y lumbering or cleanng work, or else 
as a hospital orderly. The law provides that for 
this w'ork he shall receive no more than a sers*- 
ing soldier. The executive depanmenis inicr- 
prci this by giving him exactly nothing. The 
C.O, works a full day at heavy' and boring toil, 
and receives no pay, no allowance for hit depen* 
denit, no compensation for accidentt, to which 
many arc particubriy liable because of their in¬ 
experience of heavy work. 

The ebss bias behind this kind of arrangc- 
mcni is obvious. For the W'orking class objec¬ 
tor, with no moocy and possibly a wife and 
children, it is made much more difhcuh to 
stand out than foe the middle-class objector with 
enough resources to carry him ihn>ugh the war 

G. W. 


VnnsiiUtriis^s 
pi rasp noip 

It it odd when you come to think of »t 
how when the pairiotccrs quote the “bbek 
rccnrd“ of the Germans, they never bring up 
perhaps the blackest spot on that misguided 
country, the faa that it seems to have ^nc 
in for the mass production of “royal” families, 
Of eligible conimns. 

Pnnee Bernhard of the Netherlands, for 
instarcc, ton-in-bw of Queen Wilhclmina, is 
not only a German but wxt in fact a member 
of Hitler’s N.S.K.K., and he is now organising 
a “Ro>'al Shock Troops” and by Wilhclmina*s 
command heads the “Dutch Forces of the 
Interior**, which is attempting lo bring the 
Retistance movements under its militarised 
control. 

It is reported to be somewhat amusing to 
listen to the violent anti'all-Gcnnan tirades on 
Radio Orange, followed by commands in a 
strong German accent, "fhc joke is made 
sharper hut less amusing by Bernhard’s political 
record. 

Germany produced a Cons^iri for a former 
Queen of England, of the Guelph family, and 
founded the House of Saxc-Coburg-Goiha, 
which chiMcd its name in the last war to the 
name of Windsor, which is now accepted at 
“traditional”. However, Victoria’! owm family, 
the House of Hanover, was unrdher gift from 
the Germans, who, while accepting the Stuarts 
from us in return, didn’t enthrone them. The 
Hohenxollcrn dynasty which they infiiacd upon 
themselves made up for any shortcomings how¬ 
ever. 'The Hapsburgs they showered all over 
the world, from Greece to Mexico. So far as 
we can hazard off-hand only the Japanese 
dynasty seems to have escaped mixing with the 
German princelings, the Emperor being descen¬ 
ded direct from the Sun-Ciod himself, who is 
not known to have got mixed up with any of 
the 'I'euionic small-fry in that line. 

WV suggest, therefore, that before some of 
these patrioicers start spouting about “punish¬ 
ing the Germtins” fhrv deride whether or not 
they arc in favour of the inllucncc of the Gcr- 
•un aristocracy which has pervaded institutions 
much nearer home. 


TASTY BAIT 

'Hie Ciermans must cluxise now between un- 
cundiiionNl surrender and pulverisation, said Mr 
Kobert Murphy, political adv'iscr on German 
affairs id Shaef, in a broadcast from Washington 
lo-night 

**I do not think we should be too optimistic 
about an early discovery of many democratic 
Germans,” hr said, “but we are trying.” 

'rherr may be a naivcnicni inside Germany to 
dividr tlir country. 'Ilie Allies would approve 
id such a movement and would mcourage it. 
wtum pmivrriiaium is offered as an altcma- 
live is it surpritung if many Germans keep 
lighting? The Oksan-ar, 2S/3/45. 

SUCCESSFUL MANOEUVRE 

Sav*Kt deksaies lo ibe Saa Fmncnco Coo- 
fanesicr unJJ pruposr a aeparaie membership lor 
Uhiir Russia and the VkrkiDt as weU as for 
Kuasia itsrif la the new world seoiriiy organisa- 
Uua 'llwy wtlJ be accuo^iaaicd by repmeau- 
Mves uf ihrar anember Suus ul the U.S S R. 
FreaeM fwopusali are that each Suir atie&diiig 
(hr umlnnur shcsild have one vote 

A’#«! Cktamcie. 24/3 MS 

laii Kusiian siaio were granted aniooamy 
w4r li'fiiaad ip aer lo ii a pruol ot Stalinas 
lose U f lihoH) and indgkrtideocr. Aa we 
Icaoaw di lilt uinc it was a manotivic w 
pr 1 oMt vtaea ai Umt pcaujt conferenwr. Ii 
dt U M boCO 




.Sniillariiy with Our 
fill* Ural Fi*eedom 


Dear Comrades, 
The major at 


hflv perused a 


poliev of getting Hd of any possible subver- 
sirc element and all people ssho had left- 
ssing literature on them sshen the GREAT 
Search” look place been speeded out of the 
camp. 

1 am sorry to Icare the ssorkshnp but I 
base lost no time in making contacts here 
and 09 I ssritc the last issue of War CJntn- 
nicntary is pinned up in Ibe Corporals .Mess 
for all to rend. It lint already been round 
the Sergeants* mess. 

Its too early for me to say sshelher or 


A. Bsrkman 
Is. (postage 2d.) 
George Woodcock 
2s. 6d (postage 3d.) 
E. Malatesta 
3d. (postage Id.) 
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PUBLICATIONS 

• POLICY 

TflADE UNIONISM OR SYNDICALISM? 

Tom BfOMn 

24 pages 3d. (postage Id ; 

NEW LIFE TO THE LAND George Woodcock 
32 pages (postage Id) 

RAILWAYS AND SOCIETY George Woodcock 
32 paces 3d. (postage Id.) 

VOTE—WHAT FOR? E. Malatesta 

18 pages 2d. (postage Id.) 

• THEORY 

A.B.G. OF ANARCHISM 
100 pages 

ANARCHY OR CHAOS 

124 page-s 
ANARCHY 

44 pages 

KROPOTKIN—Selections from his Writings 

Chosen by Herbert Read 
1S2 pages Cloth 8s. 8d. paper 2s. 6d. (post 3d.) 
THE WAGE SYSTEM P. Kropotkin 

16 pages 3d. (postage Id.) 

REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT 

P. Kropotkin 

16 page^ 3d. (postage Id.) 

THE STATE ITS HISTORIC ROLE 

P. Kropotkin 

44 pages Is. (postage 2d. I 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF ANARCHISM 

Herbert Read 

36 PAges Is. (posUge 2d.) 

• GENERAL 

THE BRITISH GENERAL STRIKE Tom Brown 
16 pages 3d. (postage Id ) 

THE WILHELMSHAVEN REVOLT learuf 
40 pages gd. (postage Id.) 

THE KRONSTADT REVOLT A. Clliga 

16 pages 2d. (postage Id.) 

THE ISSUES IN THE PRESENT WAR 

Marcus Graham 
32 pages 6d. (postage Id. I 

THE MARCH TO DEATH John Olday 

00 pages 43 C^artooDS Is Sd. (postage 3d.) 
SELECTIONS FROM POLITICAL JUSTICE 

William Godwin 

32 pages 3d. fpo5lttge Id.) 

KROPOTKIN-HIS FEDERALIST IDEAS 
10 pages 2d. (postage Id.) 

WORKERS IN STALIN S RUSSIA 

M. L. Berner) 

SO pages Is. (poetage 3d.) 

THE EDUCATION OF FREE MEN 

Herbtrt Read 

33 pages Is. (postage Id.) 

HOMES OR HOVELS-The Housing 
Problem and Its Solution George Woodcock 
32 pages 6d. (postage la.I 

FREEDOM PRESS 
27 Red’Lion Street, 
London, W.C.1 


not if will result in new subscriptions but 
if everybody reads it it’s somethinif. 

I am eagerly laynhing the next issue to 
see bow Coniriidcs Ifevvctson, Richards, 
Berncri and Sansom fared at the bands of 
British “justice.” I cannot expect a true 
report in the capitalist Press. 

The very best of luck to them and to you 
all in your cournffcous fight for the freedom 
of the Masses from the yoke of Churchill 
nnd all that he stands for and all who stand 
behind lihn. 

Ptc. H. (R.E.M.E.) 

★ 

I think it important that the police action 
nilflinst you should be as widely publicised 
ns possible. This sort of thin/t is deplorable but 
has the advantages of (a) evokin/f sympathy 
demonstrating that nobody may break the 
’law*’ nith impunity except those who make 
it and (c) showinif, by the action of a ruling 
closs against what they perceive to be their 
rcol opposition, where that opposition is 
centred. The ihouHhtfuI man will note, if 
It is hrouitht to his attention, that the Daily 
\Sorker is tolerated, and cynically snubbed 
over scridin/t a war correspondent to France; 
while Har (commentary is no lon4cr tolerated 
at all, and he will wonder why. 

L.A.C. M. (R.A.F.) 

★ 

In spile of my difference of attitude I 
always looked forward with ^rcot pleasure 
to the arrival of ^^'ar Commentary and now 
havjni* been inconspicuously involved in the 
hrin4in4 to Justice (?) of four pillars of the 
Freedom Press, my heart warms to the onfani- 
satfon. I was greatly impressed at Marylc- 
honc, not only by the friendliness and camara¬ 
derie of you anarchists, but by the di/fnity 
nnd oppnrcnt integrity of the accused^ Now 
I understand that Herbert Read has been 
elected chairman of a Freedom Press Defence 
Committee, so in company ssath all the other 
lovers of freedom I fervently hope that this 
nnd other efforts svill successfully frustrate 
the machinations of the law. 

In the hope that IVjir Commentary will 
survive the present unfortunate situation, I 
cnclosa a postal order • . . should my hope 
prove misplaced, then I am sure you will 
knusv how best lo use the money. 

Ptc. D. 

★ 

I have been moved from-- as 

you can notice nnd have only received one 
publication of IVar (Commentary and extend 
my sympathies at the diabolical raid on your 
premises at London by the C.I.D. but I 
know you svill make every endeavour to carry 
on the itood work. Wishin/t you every 
success in the near future. Yours solidly, 

L.A.C. R. (R.A.F.) 

★ 

I have read svilh uiijlcr and regret of the 
unfartumatc happenings referred to in the Iasi 
issue of yVar Commentary, 

I cannot but express my admiration that 
yfar Commentary is still bcin4 published 
under the most difficult conditions which 
4oes to show the keenness nnd indomitable 
spWii •( the Anarchists. 

I SOI convinced that we will win through 


and I am looking forward especially to see 
the f.ondon anarchists snatched from the 
jaws of the Gestapo. 

Here's wishing you all the best of fuck 
to the whole organization, 

Ptc. D, (R.A.F.) 

★ 

I have been posted from R.E^.M.F^. 
work ships so please send the B ar Co/n- 
mentary to my new address. 

The War (commentary proved to be very 
popular and is appreciated by quite a large 
section of the personnel- I hope lo popu¬ 
larize ft here to the same extent. Wishing 
you every success in your endeavours. 

It is with a sense profound indignation 
that I read of the latest official outrages on 
the liberty of the individual, the prosecution 
of the four f.#)ndon Anarchists. 

This is undoubtedly no more than the 
prelude to a campaign of savage repression 
and reaction, ond can only be interpreted as 
a general threat lo the whole libertarian 
movement. 

Consequently, it gires me great pleasure to 
learn that intensive and far-reaching counter¬ 
measures are already under way, h gyres me 
particular satisfaction to know that Herbert 
Read has again taken the lead, in accepting 
the Chairmanship of the Defence Committee. 
Such men arc an fn'»57fration to the rest of 
os. 

f only wish that circumstances would allow 
me to take a more active and helpful part 
in the %tru44lc which ensues. Had I still 
been resident in London there arc many srays 
in which I could probably have helped the 
committee bsit under prevent conditions f 
am somewhat at a disadvantage. 

Meanwhile, I enclose a modest contribu¬ 
tion to the Defence Fund, and in wishing you 
all success in the stru4i(lc which lies ahead 
I would also express an earnest desire to 
avvst in any further way possible. Ail 
cncoara4<^»ient to thfisc who arc privilc^c^ to 
take a more active part at the present 
juncture 

CpL W. 

★ 

Just a small, very small contrlbut'on to 
to the Defence Fund, from four sympathisers 
at this camp. 

May you meet with success in your fi^ht 
for freedom and justice, and may the 
tyranny which ^governs** this country be 
eventually overthrown. 

Like so many of my cromradcs here and 
elsewhere in the services 1 was a horrid little 
Tory before the war brought us up against 
hard realities and we bc^an to onderstaod 
just a little of what is w-ron^ with the country. 
Life is too short to ever hope to know all 
the wrongs. 

Ptc. S. J. (R.E..M.E.> 

# 

Please accept my profound sympathy in 
regard lo the appa r e n tly imwarranCcd intru¬ 
sion upon ycxir premises and molesiinB ol 
compatriots. .Mosley employed similar 
methods, though applied them nsore ilraati- 
cally, 

Bdr. L. (B.UA-) 



WHY USE THEM ? 

“1 think ihBt tkbtD ihc faai ut known you 
will find ibai the GennBiu killed b kx mure ot 
ihnr emn people in tounrhiiig robot bosibs iluii 
am people bdicrc,” mid Charles F. Kcuenn^, 
cngwtti, And %*kc-pmiJtm of U.S. 

General Motors, 

“Robot boadkog h ibe am rxpemive wxy 1 
kni>w ol drhTenos b loo of dccbrxd 

KciieruiC’ ^ • a»iof role in Amcri- 

LM robot (»immk.*tiofi—Awoewud Preo 

Et,4MtHg SuiMikod, 1S/3/4S. 

Huw many Aji»rricai»> a/e ibe A/ncrican 

rubo(» going lo kiU? 


SHOCKING CONDITIONS 
IN FRANCE 

Fire thiHiiand houtcwivcx demoasimted in 
frofU d the town luU lo-dBy^ cBlIixiB for ibe 
rtiigfiiiioti of M. Rajiudjer, Food .Mimucr, And 
iibiudng; “We wam miflt; we wini buiicr^ 'at 
WBIU mcBL** 

Ooe (suMijo told OK liwi bcT fxiiuly KbvI Kxn 
AUlhxii meat for ibrcc viccki. Aouhef, with 
five ebikken^ «ui she bad i pint ol oulk crery 
two days no bui(4r sowe jAnuo/y^ '‘It %a% 
better unk# CiiTstBA oe sT Jpi i kx i ' 

.Vgis^j ChfomikUt 20/3/45. 
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WHILE EUROPE STARVES 
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R*r90ld$ Stmt, 11 , 1 / 45 . 



AUM I—IWllpljl k( UK 

L A«* Mtf'A i t I'ktai'k gviTMr pativ ii 
«bm I dflM nvftl 
K « |i 

S Ail tiM (j 

bliS te: Ob,, faov, pfKc 

M) mi tukm»i inHMLir^v 

, 1 iS m Rc^ 4ut, 

IKJ, H. JJ. Ift 1 45 . 

li '•uuW ivfhapt hair hern a link wiier 
'' Mr I'AKrtKc lo hj>< g^uor kiighilv (ar- 
thcf ihiiA ‘'.NUniul privaie party in 
b» hesd^u^m* bdoTt dc^mg there 
0® fanuse in Ji^poiltvii. 


GOD IS ON OUR SIDE 

.And hBtiiis crafeied 
the Rhiiie IK will 
erbck bKhu m the 
pUiAs of Niaihem 
Gmmny, chAsuif the 
cAtmy froA piil^ to 
post. The iwiiier Bod 
iht tmewt energetic our 
BCtim, the soooer ibe 
WBT will be <wer. Bod 
ihBt i! whBi we bII 
A sixe—let gel on miib 
ihf inb AAd teiAh oil the CknuBn mat ba iocmi 
A t puAsihk. Ow ihe Rhinr, ihcfi« Id ui ges 
4tid hsiftumgg to ysiu bQ the ocher lidt 

SUy the logdi Mfhijr m belik, gore m the 
to this our Umm, uwJgrtiViftf, bs He has 
Jorna in kH our btuikt ouk^ we bwJed la Noc- 
UatlBty UA [Vlksy. 

B L MOS rOOMERY. 


CAPITALISM AT WORK 

Kmv iIwio «*uittni’* hat, CTnaum a •utoca 
,»il OM iilhrtti at .SSk. U., vMtli a ,yMnn ol 
■autiat *y tan, ao tlMt the lumuokt caoaut 
Iw ovrrdMtad. we id be rekatnl froai May 1. 

IVe Khnw. loat apf'reyrol by the Central 
fruic RrfwlwaiNi ConmMttc, it tkiifncd by the 
IHM faaa'-.l.vtttrrrt to axutter the prrrailinc 
U,*aaa ol keeviiicl wcanag 

No aaihlatJ icM^na are iatenird. Manufac- 
tutcr. Mow well tmnA that wraoca’a hau 
ntat SIMM be ".bllcrciH ISc ooly unilonmiy 
w«!i be ihr ptKC,. 

lawdc the haanc will be one Mar to denou 
the ihaea bai «t two Man tor the dearer. The 
naoulaciioir, will pay a penoy a time lor the 
Mar^ aftj the pnxeed, will |o to a central 
(whbcsiy pool lo pofuknac hat wearing by 
mtmen 

Sm Ckronult, 23 / 3 / 4 S. 

At 4 time vhen millions ci people Ude thi 
most ekroenury articles to do^ thcm^ 
selves, hat manufacturers are able to use i 
vast amount of bbour to encourage ha 
wtaring vlucfa can har(% be described as 
primary necessity. 
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WAH ^ OMMIM f ff|i j , 

^ rw f I. ? ti* 


AKKI SfofFOl i; FOVIMFV A\AIM IIISTS 

is lakon as a Ihroal lo I'rcMMlom oi' Iho Pross 


• * * • §it0OkH • • • • • • * * 

MIINKY >H'HT • 


r^»\ 

1 to 

'•* 


' ■’ r*t ’ I ‘ ' /n r. .-»i ; 

• J I' " bct n:;^ 

- : ^ \ r rfr&si If, 

. ■ ' ‘ ^ 1^*- f: - tf( :U0Uf‘^ 

n whti r .1 iJt' full 

t tf - f»ir'% r-^1 h<r€rt,';f- w*Ji h 

Clf K v ‘ 4fm 
if Mil nlw; rf»|^arr.f 

»r Qsr I 7^. irt^ ry^n Ml 

f l^«77 lii£ 1116“ | |>l!/v 

' h ill • r If* M* I Ik P-^m-y If 'i . i t? ^JiK h 

i^rn |H ich tin vjh tiiU <tf ihr 

I n"If P*: fflilTl 114 Kr#7ill|| till h*'**!^ 

ihjt It ii thij nr^ipttvi of tli^r .wkihtf 

Ihu ppprf hcaiirJ uh rrpufi Jill HI AHUM) 

MIN iikOVlI I) AM) c.HI MMIMV Ui 

vKHJtly iryMii^ in |Hrpriii«ic rlw lright<*Mif>fi inugc 
I hifvkvl. hltck ii«Mik<d inirchiM* iu*llnii i 
homh UfwlfT their urm I Im: /)in/y U /f /irr 
report, thnufb iN^vH ftirr mthfi hmf J 

•t loiii ihri'c iiUAiuman •!! of ih? fecn^ntj«xml 
type 4rhkh ippesrfij in Uir prrvMHii fvc^niitg'# 
papen. Vcl theac iriiiLtjracic% ^err m/t lo he 
lifunJ in thr 7i<*i#5 rcpnii of the I0/J/4S! Su 
rnudi fur ihe |iipcr whidi l« In IK <k- 

mindft for • fiet Pm* (only ultrn it cone^rm 
ihc /Irft/y U oik4t nr Iti rcquciit for • War 
(.orrc^ponJrni!). 

PKI SS COMMI NIH 

Hot uc art more Ltttujrrnril with ihc re»i!M?n!» 
of ihr Ixfi Prctt and we have rKit hcen 

diMppointcd rhe proiret Icllcr Mgnrd hy Jlrr* 
hrti Krid and nine other writm hat been wide¬ 
ly rcprtkluifd, and a further Inter dealing with 
the afTTft of our four fomradet hat her n prinud 
wj fur in iht M<inih€ft 0 r (tuurdutn an*! the Nttii 
SiiiU>mnn and Nufiofit whilst l*ca (4 Ntwi and 
the Stw Lnadtr have given wide publicity to 


A Itoal T 4 ^si 
ol Solhlarilv 


W# ara publiiK>ri 9 balow tba Pratt Fund Hit for 
Jartuary, Fabruary artd March and thank all com 
radai and friandt who hava contributad to it in 
ipito of tha (act ijtat wa hava not mada appaalt 
for fundi at In tha pait. Thay hava undaritood 
without appaali that Frtadom Frail naadt monay 
to carry on iti work, and during tha pait thraa 
monthi. what with polica raldt. ramovali. and tha 
ganaral upiatting of our routina, thingi hava not 
baan any aailar with Fraadorn Frati, laait of all 
financai. Wa appradata tha naad for concan- 
trating our afforti on tha Oafanca Fund which it 
undartaklng tha financial commitmanti in tha da- 
fanca of our four London comradai, but wa faat 
that at tha praiant lima mora than tha utual affort 
ihould be mada by comradai to that both tha 
Dafanca Fund and tha Frau Fund thall hava tha 
meant to carry on thalr raipactiva taiki. tha former 
to defend tha rights of free atprattion. tha latter 
to put those rights Into affect. So. comrades and 
friends wa look to you during these coming months 
to show that you art concerned that Freedom Frais 
should carry on and that tha fata of tha four 
arrested comrades affects you and your liberty 
indirectly almost as much as It affects them. That 
is raal loHdarltyl Please ramambar tha! contri¬ 
butions to tha FREEDOM PRESS DEFENCE COM- 
MITTEE should ba mada out to that Committee 
and sent to tha Treasurer at 17, St. Georges Street. 
(2nd floor), Hanover Square, London. W.l, and 
conlributiont to tha Press Fund as usual to fr^wdom 
Press. 

PRESS FUND 
Jan. —MARCH 1946 

JANUARY.—Watfordj G.H.C. 6/-: ShafTiald: H.W. 
2/*; Cirencester: J.A. 4/-: Burnley: J.R 5. 2/6; 
Enfield: A E.H. 5A: Gateshead: G.W.T. 2/6. J.C. 
2/6, E. McK. 2/6: London; W.G, lOA: Allaitrae: 
H.E.H. 2/ ; Stroud: T.K.W. lOA Chaddarton: 
J.H.M. 14/-; Birmingham: D F.F, 5/*. Oiford: B H. 
I4A: Swansea: R.R. £4/14/0; Carlitla: G B. 2/6; 
Ilford; C.W. lOA Reading: L.H. 4Ai Cranbrook: 
A.S, 4/*: Blakeney: J.G. I8A: Teddington: A B. 
4/-; Orpington; W.L.G. S/-: London: P.C.O. 2/6: 
London Colnay: E.H. £1: Leicester: ' From Com- 
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refrremt in ihc prirt iplfc< t -j m 

"llir churgifAf of i 1 

eft en affrmps in Imui ihr fr^vl r .f tf, ^ 
end frrrdrifn of eaprf^iHW* ^ -r , 

It in et.lf ..irijgnirni hy ih* Cvw». ... 
rnnihiifme err now rip-^tiiAt Uc fh^* ; ’ 

ihr wofkccf, in and ,*ff >d th v, V,, y, 

icnutnvrkitd htf«ifr (brif r.rj :t^i a t 

ami more war. 'nttl ihfr f . ; r \ 
point of oppo%Mi/>n fT.u7 hr r **^,7 

ITk figh! I*If Frr ^ Spr«. h, f..f I f . ,.i 

Prcit It f\ni ^ K-k.«• xr.r: * |n > j.k^ '‘r 

capiulifti tTHiniry wh.ir liu *4 r 

worher have hem fikmd yrv^c: fh 

Kuitc of fighting Na/;Mi •• |,r-^ 

of S|>ccih, J‘fcc*V«m 'ht Pr^3i. tft a oiff^ 
the road Ui the SfnAil KrT^i^iFsT^ 

Defend the lour Anarcluu (Aanra«ln* Snip- 
port ilse I'rerdom l>clcAt.c Comnititer ** 
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linn of cepiuheni rmam o<nwnp?ir.:„ .inctM.it.. 

radio »fi U' f ^ ' t*»* 

dont M O 4 Lawdoa t- . I t La«tdoa ^ " 

1). Stockton on Teas »• »M^ 4. Loedsa ^ I 

I/' Finsbury Park A - 1 B»«4ikaf» r ^ , 

London. B.l. 4 B-cattaf C I / f4a«rw^«ivl. 

O.f. 6/'. Finskniry Park. A^ • ( Leader, f 
1/3 London; RA li Kinfiton. r T Ci 4. Oaford: 
0 A.S. *../ Watford. O • 2* Oatna^aad 

J.E S 2/6. G tV T 2/6 LMit 2/4. jC 2/6 

WhilstabU; J NA S,' Ware t M B 4/. Leaden 
Sundries 4/-, FEBRUARY^—fmtWry Park A-,..^i I 
Watfcrdi G.H.C. 2A* Lamdon; K • a. Loadoe: 
per ML 3A. London; MLB 2/C Na»«rk NJ 
Comradai par A £9/10/0 B*rmiegiham; B R C 2/6 
Lancaster: M.C. 9/.; BUckpool: NWR fO/ 
C.M.F.i H.H. 4/ London; W.M</ )0' Loadoe: 
L.R.L. 3A: Angus; WM 7/-: Londoai ^ W ti 
London: E.W.p £i/l4/0: London. jX 7/h Rccb- 
dalai'V.H.L. 2/6; Finsbury Pari; Ancf Cl CranwaB. 
E.M, B F.D. 6A; London. WC i/6 Gateshead 
J.E.S. 2/6. E.Mch. 2/6. GW t. 2/t Undon: l 
( par P.A.) lO/-; London; SunMi-es 2/9. MARCH— 
London; J.B.P. 2/t: Patarbofough; AW 2/ 
Laicattar; F. lA: Finibury Pari: Arvor. tl Bombay: 

R. D.L. 13/6; London; M/ 6/ Dabry; R McC 
4/*: Leamington; HM 6/- Dapiford. B,f W. 2/6' 
Hatfield: S M.H. 1/3; Los Angelas: G'r-yp pa» J.S 
£10 Newark. NJ.j Comrades erd gu/ups par A 
£20/14/0. London: LR.L. 3A; London; E.H. lOA 
London: J.H, 3/6: London: C.B. 2/6: Greenock; 

S. M lOA: London: RC. 4A: Angus: W.M. 4/B 
London; Sundrioi 7/7. 

total at end of march £76/7/6. 


\lU*;rnuiivi^ do Poliiivnl PnviU^H 


{CoHimuad Irom p, i) 

What then urc the Anarchiftt SynJiuiliftli 
doing under these circurimanccft? It if clearly 
their duty lo place ilieir ideal tguarely before 
the workers. In these days of ferment and 
changing valuci this usk is an absolute ncccuiiy. 
Anarchism is not a poliiical party, but a political 
ideal. It has its foundations on the ugc-old 
striving of humanity for freedom. It has sound 
•cicniinc theories regarding wealth production 
and diftthbuuon. It poH's the opposite idea to 
the prevailing adulation of the **grca( man'*, and 
the theory of the divinely inspired party. It 
brings forward t)>e conception of free men living 
in a free society. It therefore cannot be sect¬ 
arian. It can demonstrate from history, both 
old and recent, where the dogmas of great men 
and great parties luivc Jed workers. In our own 
lileiirncfc, we sec the culmination of the leader¬ 
ship principle in Hitler, Stalin, and Mussolini, 
in Roosevelt and Churchill; in fact, in all the 
tyrants who strut about the world*! stage. 1 he 
IVotskyisii are no better. They merely desire 
to impose a new tyranny under tire aegis of the 
diviirely inspired Trotsky. It is simply a new 
tyranny to be pcn>eiruicd by a new casu. 

Aiiarcliisin ami Syiuliculibm 

Anarchism is the antithesis of all this. It 
conuins the hope of humanity insofar as it 
sunds for the freedom of the individual in a 
free and equal society. 7he State must go 
because it is the expression of mun*i oppression 
oy man. Anarchism docs rroi aim ut the cap' 
lure ol the Shite; it aims to smash it and ull 
it stands fur. Anarchism, tliereforc, has no 
attractions for the opp«iriunisi. 'Iherc is no 
ItpP« of any individual or group of individuals 
riling to power within it. 'There is no place 
within ill ranks lor the would-be Trade Union 
^reaucrat, nor lor the Parliamentary politician. 
It haa no party line, no inspired dogmas. It 
oermndft Dimpleic Irecdom for the individual. 

Syndicalism U the Anarchist conception of 
induttnal organization#* It puts forward tlie 
notion ol the worker being organized in the 
lactoric*!, mines, railways, docks, etc., ai the 
place of w</rk, on the job, and on their own 
bvhill, It warns againsi ilie delegation of 
auilv/fiiy. poiiiiing out that where this has 
happ* •vd. h iiMs Inevitably Usd to liit iiidividuaU 
j^voccriiw tUiiibing on to the backs gf the 


workers, and the removal of imtiauve from ihc 
hands of ilte workers. Syndicalism conJemM 
craft unionism and all ibai it Hands for. It 
believes in smashing all the anifkial Nrricri 
between workers created by 1 rude Unionism. 
It can be everywhere observed that 7‘radc 
Unionism pronvHei sectarianism and class 
divisions within tire ranks of the work^s in 
the name of organization. Hut 1 rade unionism 
docs not promote unity, but, by the creation of 
sects, merely produces confusion. It is time 
that it was placed in the museum along with 
tile old guild craft organizations. 

.Syndic'sllsm, on the other hand, aim# at 
creating the essentia) solidarity of the working 
class. 7'hc lime is tberelurc npe for placing 
the ideas of syndicalitm concretely before the 
workers. There has been a tendency for 
Anarchist literature too deal in too abstraa a 
fashion with present day problems. Ihc Glas¬ 
gow' workers have undoubtedly performed a 
great service to the mjivement by publn^hlng the 
basil lor a programme of a parallel Anarchist 
organization in industry. Here, at last, we 
have something concrete to work on. It should 
now be discussed freely in the columns ol If^ar 
(Jomniifitary, Lei all the points be eitamined 
in the light of the development of workers' 
organization in industry to-day. We should 
have coniiiurnts from all areas up and down the 
^untry, for surely this question is ol the utmost 
interest to workers. 'The programme ol these 
fdyik workers appears to be iundamcnially 
sound. Ilcie follows the programme under 
discussion, and it will be your job, comrades, 
to analyse it and lind out just liow far you agree 
will) it. 

KcMilllt IDIIH <lf tl (snilip of 
(iluH^ow Worlicrh, 

<0 7l»li aruuM litlUvos lunUmmkntallw In |Ht 
araufiitaiiuii of ull woiSuri, of troll or 

trttq. an o tommun lro.it ol Iht inrint of produclion. 
« k.^'***^* U«i*rriitm lias bttonit oulurorn, orid ton 

orily l)t uMd hr lh« tuirM«lltl tlutt ot o wtuirwn 
lo furthtr tnslovt iht worHorS. •'tuinrn 

Trudt Unloiilvm hud o rtfurmi»| rolt lo itimr 
during lilt ritt of Ooiitlulkifi, in Mi« ds^/Mri# 

Of tUfMtiiil Urn. wfi«n rtform^ ton no longtr Mt 
groiiitd, Trodn Unlonum ton oriitr Irtcomt m##rt und 
TI'^^A..*''****^***'**? ****** *♦*• IJsiMloMsl gitfit Mutfilnt. 
CouMolllm^ «*'g*«MUii ilin worktrt an lulmlf of 

4 .V*** Uitrtlort rtittit Hit ullimml Trudt 

sl'rligglt ^***^***^ *• a rrudiuni of Working Ulutt 
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SUNDAY meetings 

Ctmmmatitf at *.4S 

IC bt tt tr-t 

HOitORN HAU. 

6uc•-^'5 

Grays Uo R^^. Laad oo 

r9 Hu*a/ V66 MU 613 62i. 

Lwt-o: H'Jboif' is ^-9} 

8tn APRIL E’.rifr H« 

Fear—It, Social »nd Political 
Contequencei 

ISth APRIL 

Mectin{ in Lar|e Hail 
(tec Advert paje I) 
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GRAND DANCE 

IN AID OF FREEDOM PRESS 

IN 

BRIDGETON PUBUC HALL 

GEORGE MOULD kit SWINGSTERS 
BAND 

On Friday l3tJi April, 
from 7.30 to 10.30 p.m. 

TickoU 2A from ANARCHIST BOOKSHOP, 
127, Gddrgo St/oot. Glotgoir. 




GLASGOW FREEDOM 
DEFENCE COMMIHEE 




DEMONSTRATION | 

f I 

\ FREEDOM OF OPINION | 

I TO BE HELD IN THE | 

I COSMO CINEMA | 

i Sunday. 22nd April, at 6.30 p.m. 

\ PROMINENT SPEAKERS \ 
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hy mtm rAa (aaora 
Hf. Tim 
fepd 

sa dm 

th« cuKcflCK ei ri 

w%k *aortsinf to kisr* who m 
hret asd wh&ftt gradual barbaniifm tm m tkr 
Tlwty Yean War. cwtMftft the Mdi rd tHMWcby 
Odd ckftof". 

Vf art used to brmnmg (W ruinf-dm refer 
i» ^Mamttkf-mii-cbafihr. Wc baivt m 
that Sir ArchtbilJ Sfitctoif Imttt, thr 
and pr««ogcais «g uhisimum bsanbant, 
m( Aaaifchy dm way. Ohvsou^, to 9 mao 
tM ord9 m ihc tedi of 5) M 
IftifD Thomaiuhl td b w ah tn oo to casts thachiy 
pupulaiad with worWra, Anarchy ami tt— ijge 
hctghc rd dMordcr, Eat that tarn io opp os aim o 

10 thtt poicy siKXiki hold Anarchy 10 b* a pro- 
dsset fd fSib-hfaBui kmog, a dcacm iflou barhor- 
um, u rloqisciii cd an ignorance whsch la naoai 
dsstresung. 

Vera Eritum it appamstiy werriad by ihr 
thought thar the anlsmesoo ime, wbidb Imi pro- 
ducad ibc prcMssi ho koua c might noi lumTc ha 
own product. She is, I !«:!. dnuemd by the 
pcraubilitses that the faith ^ the ol 

Europe tn tbow toauuojooa winch, clnough the 
powcT'luat of ihctr leadcra, hart cxtaied ^tvRf 
terrible progrcfsioo ol shaery may be so 
ihai they will deitroy those hsauuitioa, crcaixng 
out cd the wreckage cd the old wfwem 9 new, 
free way oi Imng. Her attitude 11 typical of 
many j^adhsu who tqsbold the concept of law 
U ^ • P^muneoutl lyiiem 'ignoring 

laa that all ruling h done by force otf one 
or aiM^j and art terrified by the thoo|^ 
* *^^uuiikm in which blood may lOow but 
which it ncvenheleM the mow Hkely way to 
put M end to the sue m a i o D of evcr-bloodieT wan 
'■'hiA will odserwite pot an exsd 10 oa. 

hicvmhclcaa, credh muai be given where doe. 
The boed e preaenu a sound case against oMhera- 
tjoo bombing from a practical point of view, arvi 

11 contains a valuable colkctjoc of quocaikwM 
from various sources (Britiih, German and 
oeutxaly en the effacu of Allied air-raida on 
CTTiiian populatjona. One may have acen many 
of these reporu icparately aa they appeared, but 
when they are coliecied they gnre a concentrated 
piaurt oi horror and crucky which makes ooe’a 
fleib creep. Of particular iniereai is the repon 


fj> In evniruditlintlBen lo iKo ollslal Trada 
Uiilon M«vtm«nl lH»s aroufi gslfovao Ifiol Iho ihoo 
aioword^ fwoRomonl •• a movomtni of Ibo worfci^ 
sins#; and dvtpito ticnv of doaonrrosy withlfi II. 
sau%Gff by varioua polillsal powor grouMS aitaitipllpf 
Ur ssi/s oonirvi of II. M san. and will btoomt a big 
laslor Ilf lh« doyt of tUuaale ahead. 

Thai Ihi Ihop lleward* moRCimenl Mas. In fast. 
m rtvult Bgainit fht official fienritnU of the Trade 
Union ntoRomenl, and Is acoordingly foarad by them. 

Thai Ihe ffhop aiotoarde movameni la baaed In 
the faeiorioe at the point ol produetion. and can 
most clearly reffeci Ihe moode ol the workers. 

That the duty of this group is to point out to 
Ihe workere the neod to stfengthen tha ihop 

ileMard* movemml. and to ffght to free It from 
Ihe influener; of the offieial Trade Union machine. 

f4> Thie group advoeatee aetlon on eynditallel 

llnov Irieide the fatforlee. and wherever Iho Mrorkore 
oor»eB«il«l» to enforet Iheir domaruH. 
ifU Title group advoeaH in# •ironeeol pooeibte 

l>i»*Mi» liGiMGGr, nil ghop aiewurds. Work»fsop Delvoatoa 
ai^ W(7f04,r% ImiMir, in Breae, nail##,* 

*'**V U»lornalloniilly. for the oomplatu dof*nGa 

'*"/l»*^i?**^'*'****** worklrtg claoa Inieroele. 

< 0 / rnu arvop ree^/gnltet iHmi ail fhi* fiAMfttti 

liG Irrwpglif ip—i from any elluut o, 

uarViciPiilinlr »ooffc«r* 4»ellvely 

parlisipalMig anu direeling their own organieation. 

WfiuiH by diifiimm J^laiariroe^R^tiiioc^poi Ai«la aiS-7 


the 


It ia rocatnieod. ffeiat white parUstaailwg ia 
ilrugglea of IHe workerv. oae of Ute pnatary 
of Ihia group le lo aiai at tlM eraaiioa. tbroutli 
propagaiMta. ol ae many eiasa oo w e e t— workors as 
poeibu. With the riaUti e iai s i e nii wui n wi of Use 
workers, the Bhop elowarde* o om m itlaae ajid Uia 
campoeilian and activitiea of tuah. will redact Urn 
slaso-cofysatouswaae. 

Bact^n ^ UftCMPLOYftiCHT AMD RCDUNDAMCY. 

This group roeogfiisog that yaawptoy^oat or radMs- 
daney n intwreiit in Uia caatUlial tfstam. Tleai 
to abolM unaaipidyasont Use workari mtwt irvt of 
all abdltsli CapitaJioaB ilaoif. 

That bacauM of tho decay of CawRtaliww. immws- 
ployment or redundancy must iMraoM aoneideritify. 

That all those who gay iKoy liavo a ours tor 
unomploymont without tho overthrow of CaaitaJisaR 
and the eatabliehment af a workorv 
ara either faole ar knaves. 

It It Iherefare the duty of thie group la ev^ 
the poeoibBfily of the orgarmaHon of the 
workere with Ihe view la eo-ordinaung iho*r oeirvitjoe 
with that of iheir omployod fellow worker*. 

If you Inloreoled In activity alor*f Ih* f•r•aofn« 
you should gel In touch wUhi 
4, BHOWN, 

eg, HouUfowwrtn 11 reef. 

Oljwgew, OJt. 
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